


Journal – Dear Disney
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: Worksheets, Pencil, Stamps, Envelopes

Process: Students will choose a favorite Disney character.  
They will then create a letter to send to that character 
explaining why they are their favorite (pros), and why it must 
be hard to be that character (cons of being in that role).  Send 
the letters to: Walt Disney World Communications, P.O. Box 
10040, Lake Buena Vista, FL, 32830-0040

G/T Standards Addressed: Creativity, Critical Thinking

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.3.2
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.4.2
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.5.2



Dear _________,

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Sincerely, 

_____________



Alphabet Improv
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: None

Process: Explain to students that it’s very important that they have 
confidence in themselves.  It’s even more important that we all trust 
each other as a class and become a team – a classroom family.  Have 
students sit in a large circle on the carpet.  Pick a random letter of the 
alphabet to start.  Give an example sentence.  You might say, “O” and 
then “Once upon a time there lived an alien on the planet Zop.”  Then 
the next person in the circle has to continue the story using the next 
letter of the alphabet – P.  This continues until you get back to the 
letter “O.”  Explain that our story came from many different minds and 
might have gotten a little silly at times, but it shows that we can all 
come together and make something wonderful if we try.  It’s a story 
built out of all of the creativity in the room – and that everyone had to 
be brave enough to speak up and to trust that others would also.

G/T Standards Addressed: Creativity, Presentation Skills, Affective Development, 
Teamwork

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: SL.3.3
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: SL.4.3 
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: CCRA.SL.2



Razzle Dazzle Words
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: Worksheets, Pencil

Process: Explain to students that part of being well rounded and being 
able to speak intelligently is having a broad vocabulary.  Each week, we 
will add five words to our Razzle Dazzle Vocabulary Folder.  I let the 
students decorate a 3 prong folder for this and we add sheets every 
week.  Students will write the word, write the definition, draw a picture 
of the word, use the word in a sentence, and find the part of speech.  
Our new Razzle Dazzle words this week:

1 – anthology: a collection of poems, stories, or songs
2 – narrator: the “voice” that tells the story
3 – wit: quickly using words and ideas to be funny
4 – voyage: a long journey 
5 – quest: a long search for something

G/T Standards Addressed: Vocabulary, Creativity

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: L.3.6
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: L.4.6
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: L.5.6



Name __________________

Word Definition Picture Sentence Synonyms



Fairy Tale Court
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: Guide sheet, pencils, fairy tale books

Process: Before starting this activity, give each group 2 or 3 fairy tales to look 
over.  Let them read them together as a group and determine which character 
they want to “take to court.”  They will then choose the villain from one of the 
stories and prosecute them using the court critical reading template (individually).  
Then they will come back together as a group and mix their best ideas together 
to write a short court script on how they believe a court session would go in 
prosecuting their character for their crimes.  (For example, students might 
choose to prosecute the wicked queen from Snow White for trying to poison 
Snow and use the seven dwarves as witnesses).

G/T Standards Addressed: Critical Thinking, Teamwork, Presentation Skills, 
Creativity

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.3.3
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.4.3
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.5.3



Fairy Tale Court
Critical Reading

Name ____________________ Date _____________

Story Title: __________________________________________________

Offender (the villain): __________________________________________

What did they do wrong? ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Witnesses (Characters that saw the crime happen) ________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What should the punishment be? ________________________________

Who will your judge be? _______________________________________

Will the offender be found guilty? _______________________________

Why? _______________________________________________________



Fairy Tale Mix-ups
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: Mix-up Cards, paper, pencils

Process: Laminate and cut the next two pages.  Separate 
them into bowls.  One bowl will have character names (the first 
column), the second bowl will have settings (the second 
column), and the third bowl will have plot problems (the third 
column).  Students will draw one card from each bowl and 
write a new story with them with members of their group.  If 
they draw the same color as one of their other cards, they 
have to re-draw.  This will prevent them from getting parts 
from the same story.  We suggest the smallest groups possible 
for this activity to ensure that students are all involved and 
working together.  Remind students that they need an intro, at 
least three paragraphs, and a conclusion.  They have to use the 
problem stated, but can add details to make it work.  Also 
remind them to keep the elements of a fairy tale in their 
writing.  

G/T Standards Addressed: Critical Thinking, Differentiation, 
Teamwork, Creativity

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.3.3
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.4.3
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: W.5.3



Cinderella Cottage, 
then castle

You have evil parents 
and you really want to 

go to the ball.

Gingerbread 
Man

Kitchen, then 
forest

Everyone wants 
to eat you up.

The Three 
Bears

House in the 
forest

Someone broke in your 
house and used all 
your stuff.  Now she 

won’t leave.

Hansel and 
Gretel

Cookie house 
in the woods

A mean witch wants to 
eat you up.

Jack, a poor 
farm boy

Beanstalk, 
then castle 

in the clouds

You gave away all of 
your mom’s money and 
now you are stealing 
from a giant to get it 

back.

Little Red 
Riding Hood

Grandma’s 
House

A wolf convinces you he 
is your grandma and 

tries to trick you into 
being his dinner.



Three 
Little Pigs

Two broken 
houses, then 
a brick house

A wolf keeps knocking 
down your family’s 

houses.

Rapunzel A huge tower 
in the woods

Your mom locked you in 
a tower and climbs your 

hair to come see you.

Pinocchio
Woodcarver’s 
house, then a 
whale’s belly

All you really want is 
to become a real 

person so you can make 
your dad happy.

Snow White
Castle, then 
a house with 
7 dwarves

Your mom is a mean 
queen and you have to 

hide from her in the 
woods.

Sleeping 
Beauty

Castle, then 
fairy house in 

the forest

An evil witch wants you 
to fall asleep 

forever.

Peter Pan Never-Never 
Land

You don’t ever want to 
grow up and become an 
adult.  Pirates chase 

you around a lot.



STEM Stories
Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: STEM Challenge cards, materials for each challenge

Process: Give students the materials for each STEM challenge (you could do 
them individually OR you could make it even more challenging by giving them all of 
the materials for all of the challenges at once so that they can’t “guess” how it’s 
“supposed” to work – encouraging creative and critical thinking) and the 
challenge cards.  This could be done individually or in groups, but we recommend 
working in groups because it encourages gifted students to work together and 
learn to be a part of a team.

Materials for “If the Shoe Fits:” paper clips, rubber bands, clean sock, piece of 
pool noodle (you could cut up one large one and you’d have enough for the whole 
class)

Materials for “You Can’t Catch Me:” playing cards, masking tape, pipe cleaners, a 
feather, drinking straw, a marble to be the cookie man

Materials for “Time to Go Home Gold:” a ball with a thin piece of tissue paper 
underneath (This is Goldilocks on Baby Bear’s fragile bed), coffee filters, rubber 
bands, paper clips, clothespins

Materials for “Don’t Wake the Witch:” eyedropper or spoon, small cup of water, 
small cardboard box (represents the cookie oven), paperclip, marbles (the kids)

G/T Standards Addressed: Critical Thinking, Differentiation, Teamwork

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: MP1, MP2
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: MP1, MP2
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: MP1, MP2



If
 t
he

STEM stories
The poor stepsisters have been trying 
to get the glass slipper to fit on their 
giant feet (the small piece of pool 
noodle).  Their feet are sore from 
trying, so you can’t touch them. Use 
the pieces you see to help them get 
the shoe to fit their foot.Sh

oe
 f
its

…

Oh no! The gingerbread man (the 
marble) can’t cross the river to get to 
safety and everyone is trying to eat 
him up! Can you help him use these 
tools to build a boat that will take him 
safely across the river?  Make sure his 
boat MOVES across the water.Yo

u 
ca

n’
t

Ca
tc
h 

m
e!

The three bears just got home and 
found Goldilocks (the ball) asleep in 
Baby Bear’s bed.  They want to get 
her out, but don’t want to wake her 
up.  Don’t drop her and don’t touch 
her, but get her out safely without 
waking her using the tools you see here.Tim

e 
to
 g

o
ho

m
e 

Go
ld

Help! Our friends Hansel and Gretel 
(the marbles) are stuck in the witch’s 
cookie oven! The witch is taking a nap, 
so now is our chance.  The oven is very 
hot, so you can’t touch it.  Use the tools 
you see here to help Hansel and Gretel 
get out.  Make sure you do it quietly.  
We don’t want to wake the witch!Do

n’
t 
w
ak

e
Th
e 

w
itc

h!



Once Upon a 
Research Project

Grades 3-5

Materials Needed: Choice Boards, Computers

Process: Explain to students that they are going to do research 
and they will get to choose what kind of project they will do to 
present their information.  They will choose one or more 
(depending on your preference as the teacher) options from 
the choice board on the following page.  When we did this 
project, we did the research on the computers in the 
classroom and the students were responsible for completing 
the projects as homework on their own time. 

G/T Standards Addressed: Research, Presentation Skills

3rd Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: RI.3.1, W.3.7
4th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: RI.4.1, W.4.7
5th Grade Common Core Standards Addressed: RI.5.1, W.5.7



Research 
Manor

Read the Grimm 
Brothers’ version 
of Cinderella and 
compare and 
contrast to 
the Disney 

version of the 
story.

Create a poster 
with pictures to 
show what the 
“Goldilocks Zone” 

around a 
star is.  Explain 

why it is 
called this.

Create a “wanted” 
poster for a 

fairy tale villain 
from your 

favorite fairy 
tale.  Be sure to 
explain his/her 

crimes.

“Become” Walt 
Disney and tell 
us about your 
life – include 

personal life and 
professional life 

with Disney 
Studios.

Research animals 
and plants in the 
freshwater biome 
that could help the 
Gingerbread man 
SAFELY cross the 
river to escape

and build a model. 

Create a 3D 
model of a home 
you might find in 

a fairy tale.  
Write a detailed 
explanation to 
defend your 

work.

Research two 
different versions 
of Jack and the 

Beanstalk.  
Create 

storyboards for 
each version 
and explain 
differences.

Read about the 
origins of 

mermaids and 
create a poem to 
explain where the 
idea came from.  
Be detailed and 

creative.

Create a real 
working model of 
Aladdin’s magic 
flying carpet.  

Use the internet 
to help 

guide your 
process.  

Create a 
presentation to 
teach us all 

about the “Magic 
Mirror” that R&D 
labs is creating in 
real life – just 

like in Snow White!

Design a sturdy, 
energy-efficient, 
colorful, creative 
new house for 
the witch from 

Hansel and Gretel.  
Remember, it must 

be edible!

Research 
“Princess and the 
Pea” syndrome 

and create a one 
to two page 

typed report on 
what you 
discover.  



Grimm Comparison

At least 4 similarities ___/___
At least 4 differences ___/___
Correct Versions used ___/___

Work is neat ___/___

Total _______/_______

Once Upon a Research Project Rubrics
Goldilocks Zone

Pictures included ___/___
Description included ___/___
Relationship to story ___/___

Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

I’m Walt Disney

Timeline included___/___
Thorough & accurate ___/___
Rehearsed, clear ___/___

Personal and professional ___/___

Total _______/_______

Wanted Poster

Villain picture included ___/___
Crimes included___/___

Origin story is clear ___/___
Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

Flying Carpet

Carpet flies (even a little) ___/___

Description included ___/___
Science is explained ___/___

Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

Comparing Jacks

Storyboards included ___/___
At least 4 differences ___/___

Thorough, creative ___/___
Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

Gingerbread Biomes

Accurate plants/animals ___/___
Description included ___/___
Solution is effective ___/___

Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

Mermaid Poem

At least 15 lines ___/___
Accurate information ___/___

Creative ___/___
Detailed, thorough ___/___

Total _______/_______

Fairy Tale Home

Model is creative ___/___
Fairy Tale Accurate ___/___

Explanation is thorough ___/___
Neat, Colorful, Attractive___/___

Total _______/_______

Magic Mirror

Visual Display included ___/___
Thorough and accurate ___/___

Rehearsed, clear ___/___
Written explanation ___/___

Total _______/_______

Witch House

Poster is labeled clearly ___/___
Materials are appropriate___/___

Written explanation ___/___
Neat, colorful, attractive ___/___

Total _______/_______

Princess & the pea

Followed directions ___/___
Thorough and accurate ___/___
No plagiarism issues ___/___
Presented to class ___/___

Total _______/_______
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Please check out all of our NO PREP and literacy unit 
items at:

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Tristen-
Dixon-3203

Or follow us on Pinterest here: 
http://www.pinterest.com/tristendixon/

And don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/tristendixontpt

Thank you and please provide 
feedback if you liked this 

packet!!!
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